
CWGA Appreciates! 
If you have been following CWGA’s Under the Golf Umbrella themes for each month, you 
may have noticed that the themes are guided by an important sequential pattern. As we 
began the calendar year welcoming new members  to our club, our themes were focus on 
the joy of golf, belonging and inclusion, mentorship and education. As the golf year 
unfolded the themes moved to the actual game of golf, such as, improving our skills  and a 
deeper and clearer understanding of the rules and etiquette of the game which we expect 
all members to adhere. We begin the last couple months of our season with the theme of 
appreciation…And there is so much to appreciate and be grateful for! 
 
While I am a member at Charbonneau Golf Course, I also play other courses around the 
Metro area from time to time, and in my opinion, we have a lot to appreciate at 
Charbonneau Golf Club. The course itself is beautiful and well groomed. The Pro Shop and 
Market Place Café staff under the leadership of Chris Bensel, PGA Professional and 
General Manager, are friendly, helpful and genuinely interest in your success as a golfer. 
 
We appreciate our CWGA governing body with their enthusiastic and positive leadership 
that has a clear vision and passion for this organization. We are grateful to all of  our 
members who participate not only in the game of golf, but volunteer to organize the day’s 
play and scoring, competitions, scrambles, social events, and outreach to and play with 
other women’s golf clubs. And to our communication team, who not only helps this writer, 
but designs and maintains the CWGA website and all communication to our members. We 
are honored to be a part of an overarching organization, the Charbonneau Golf Club, that 
encourages collaboration between all clubs and seeks input from our governing body for 
direction and for improvement of the facility.  
 
This month’s theme of appreciation gives us a chance to begin to recognize the first of our 
championship winners in the Partner’s Tournament which was held in June. The winners in 
the first and second flights are featured in the photos in this article. The third flight winners 
were Susan Cary and Kathy Kinyon for Gross and Christine Reeder and Judy Cain for Net. 
The second tournament of the season is the Handicap Tournament, held late in the month 
of July, and unfortunately not in time to announce the winners in this month’s article. 
Handicap tournament winners will be featured next month.  
 
Our August Member/Guest golf day brings with it an opportunity to invite a female golfer 
who is not a member of CWGA to experience the joy of golf at Charbonneau Golf Club. 
Member/Guest chairs, Sydney Bunch and Terri Zagone have organized this event to 
encourage us to appreciate the game of golf and the camaraderie of playing with friends. 
The theme “Life is Good” sets the stage for this two-day event.  Bring your guest to a hosted 
happy hour at 5:00 p.m. on August 14th to start off the “Life is Good” party. On August 15th 
our golf day begins with a continental breakfast  at 7:30 a.m., followed by a 9:00 a.m. 
shotgun start, play your own ball, golf round. While there is no formal competition in the 
Member/Guest Day, there will be loads of fun on the course with games and prizes. The fun 
continues with lunch, raffle baskets, awards, and a black-out board.  I know we will all 



appreciate being able to invite a female golfer friend as a guest to share this event and to 
experience how “Life is Good” on and off the golf course with CWGA. Who knows that guest 
you invite could be a future member of CWGA! 
 
With that I leave you with an August challenge. What if each of us took a moment to send a 
text, write a card or send an email of appreciation to five people in the Charbonneau Golf 
Community? Think about the impact each of our 133 members could have if we sent a 
message of gratitude to five people. We will have reached out to 665 people sharing our 
appreciation and gratitude for their work, encouragement, leadership, friendship, 
instruction, kindness or anything else that you notice and acknowledge. What if one of 
those five people are so moved by your gesture of appreciation that they reach out to five 
more people, and one of those folks reach out to five more and it keeps going forward? We 
may have started a process that eventually touches every person in this amazing 
Charbonneau golf community. Will you accept the August appreciation challenge? 
 
 


