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Golf is like a miniature journey in life

Program helps guide
youth golfers

By CATHY LOFFINK AND PATRICIA BOOK
Charbonneau Country Club

Many of us who play golfin Charbonneau
have children or grandchildren who we
mentor and encouraged to learn to play
the game we love. How fortunate we are
to be able to play with and teach the future
generation of golfers, especially on the
beautiful Charbonneau Golf Course. The
resources available to our young golfers with
our teaching golf professionals are of great
value. As elders, we provide opportunities
to attend junior golf camps and even par-
ticipate in junior golf tournaments, while
playing younger golfers brings us great joy.
Anyone who’s spent significant time on the
course knows the value of the game of golf
for growing our future generation of capable
adults. That is exactly the reason for the
established youth program, First Tee.

Members of Charbonneau Women'’s Golf
Association and the Niners were invited to
play a round of golf, attend a luncheon and
listen to a presentation at the home of First
Tee of Greater Portland. First Tee is housed
at the Campbell Course in Gladstone, also
known as the Children’s Course. The facil-
ity has inside space for instruction and a fun
9-hole course that lists an age-based par on
the scorecard. You don’t have to be enrolled in
First Tee to play on the course, and it’s a great
course to hone-up your short game, while shar-
ing your love of golf with your children and
grandchildren.

First Tee is a national youth development
organization founded in 1997 by the World
Golf Foundation. The program is available
to all children including those who may
not live close enough to play golf with us in

Charbonneau Women’s Golf Associations and Niners members and First Tee presenters pose for a photo.

Charbonneau. Seamlessly integrating the
game of golf with life skills, First Tee enables
young people to build character and empowers
them to face the inevitable challenges of life.
While the program is open to all children ages
7 to 18, there is an emphasis on reaching out
to and encouraging children with less oppor-
tunity. The workshop and golf course times
are a platform for building inner strength and
gaining confidence, resilience and integrity.
They demonstrate the importance of setting
goals and help kids develop a sense of what
it means to grow through challenge. On the
course they learn how to practice being com-
petitive within themselves and collaborative
with others while experiencing the joy of
golf! There are a variety of programs offered
through First Tee which includes skill-based
classes, a caddie academy, a mentor program,
PGA junior league and our personal favorite,
LPGA PGA girls’ golf.

Each game of golf is like a miniature journey
in life, and teaching life skills through the art
of play is what First Tee calls “A Commitment
to Being a Game Changer.” Helping our youth
develop character is critical to building a
better world because character shapes our
choices and our choices determine everything
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we do and create. A golf course provides a safe
place for kids to feel empowered to grow, safe
to fail and equipped to deal with challenges,
all while having fun. They learn how to set
goals, navigate obstacles and play with integ-
rity even when they may be tempted not to
count a whiff or take a do-over. Most impor-
tantly they learn the value of finding joy in the
game even when frustrated with their play or
circumstances out of their control. Practicing
how to navigate the challenges on and off the
course with confidence and perseverance is
the precise focus of the First Tee’s curriculum.
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By the time
this issue of the
Charbonneau
Villager is delivered
to you, Thanksgiving
will be behind us and
the December holi-
days will be filling
the Charbonneau
calendar and,
undoubtedly, your
calendar too.

Solo Sisters will
not be meeting in
November, so I
want to take this
opportunity to
wish you and the
entire Charbonneau
community, happy
holidays! Have fun,
spread joy and stay
safe and T'll be back
in January, rested and
ready to spread cheer
once again through
this column.
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We Specialize in All Things Glass
503.969.5719 - GlassDoctor.com/Molalla

Serving Canby, Molalla & Surrounding Cities
Formerly All About Windows
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Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured
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3-Month

4.50%.

6-Month

4.50%

1-Year

4.30%
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Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Rachael Nelson
Financial Advisor

8995 Sw Miley Rd Suite 107
Wilsonville, OR 97070
503-770-8006
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